City Hall
November 19, 2019

The regular Council Meeting was held on Tuesday November 19, 2019 at 6:00 pm with Mayor John J. Rabun, Jr. presiding.

Those present were Councilmembers Edward Rabun, Stephanie Hannah, Wayne Favors, Michelle Weatherford-Usry and Eugene Love Jr.

Others present were City Administrator Arty Thrift, City Clerk Janee Miller, City Attorney Chris Dube, 
Wastewater Superintendent Larry Anderson, Police Chief Jamey Kitchens, Police Officer Jack Hancock and Police Officer Joseph McAlpin.

Citizens present were Dr. Willie L. Jones, David Hannah, Wanda Smith, Marty Amerson, Gregory Robinson, Annie Walden, John Walden, Debi Samples, Nellie Hales, Rosa Lamb, Bennett Clark, Gail Clark, Sharena Vaughn, Mary Walker, Rosa Gibbons, Daniel Eubanks and Jennifer Eubanks.

Rev. Willie L. Jones gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Michelle Weatherford-Usry made a motion to adopt the Agenda as printed. Wayne Favors seconded the motion; all in favor.

Minutes of the September 11, 2019 called council meeting, minutes of the September 11, 2019 executive session, minutes of the September 30, 2019 called council meeting, minutes of the September 30, 2019 executive session, minutes of the October 7, 2019 called council meeting, minutes of the October 7, 2019 executive session, minutes of the October 9, 2019 work session, minute of the October 15, 2019 regular council meeting and minutes of the October 15, 2019 executive session were approved as printed with a motion made by Michelle Weatherford-Usry. Stephanie Hannah seconded the motion; all in favor.

Wayne Favors made a motion to approve the General Fund, Water & Sewer Fund, Gas Fund and Landfill & Sanitation Fund Summary Financial Statement as presented. Stephanie Hannah seconded the motion; all in favor.

City Administrator Arty Thrift stated that the Christmas tree lighting and pictures with Santa will be held on November 23, 2019 starting at 4:40 pm and the Christmas parade will be on December 14, 2019 at 11:00 am.

Stephanie Hannah made a motion to approve the Wrens Memorial Airport five year Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) Michelle Weatherford-Usry seconded the motion; all in favor.

In Committee Reports, Councilmember Edward Rabun stated that he attended a meeting that Michelle Warner with Georgia Municipal Association conducted on Tuesday November 19, 2019 to discuss the City’s current pension plan and the other plan options.
In staff reports, Wastewater Superintendent Larry Anderson and Police Chief Jamey Kitchens presented Council with a report on activities of their respective Department.

Michelle Weatherford-Usry made a motion to approve the second reading of Ordinance 2019-011-001 amending and restating the Georgia Municipal Employees Benefit System (GMEBS) Defined Benefit Retirement Plan. Edward Rabun seconded the motion; all in favor.

Wayne Favors made a motion to approve the first reading of the amended Alcoholic Beverage Ordinance permitting distilled spirits by the drink at restaurants. Michelle Weatherford-Usry seconded the motion; all in favor.

Stephanie Hannah made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss Personnel. Michelle Weatherford-Usry seconded the motion; all in favor.

(1) That this Mayor and Council now enter into closed session as allowed by O.C.G.A. ₴ 50-14-4 and pursuant to the advice by the City Attorney, for the purpose of discussing the following Personnel Matters.

(2) That this body, in open session adopt a resolution authorizing and directing the Mayor or presiding officer to execute an affidavit in compliance with O.C.G.A. ₴ 50-14-4, and that this body ratify the actions of the council taken in closed session and confirm that the subject matters of the closed session were within exceptions permitted by the open meeting law said resolution form to be in separate notebook kept with the minute book.

Michelle Weatherford-Usry made a motion to return to regular session. Eugene Love Jr., seconded the motion; all in favor.

Back in open session, Michelle Weatherford-Usry made a motion to hire Stephen Green in the position of full-time Patrol Officer at the rate of $16.90 per hour (Grade 7, Step 12) to be effective November 21, 2019. Eugene Love Jr., seconded the motion; all in favor. Pursuant to the City’s Personnel Policy, Mr. Green will be a probationary employee for the first six months of employment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Edward Rabun made a motion to hire Larry Anderson as a part-time Wastewater Superintendent at the rate of $23.86 per hour (Grade 11, Step 11) to be effective November 20, 2019. Michelle Weatherford-Usry seconded the motion; all in favor. 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. 

Janee Miller
City Clerk
















 
